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Executive Directorôs update  

The Ministers Refresher at Hope Island was a great gathering. 

Leaders from around the State came together for two and a 

half days to share with colleagues, and to be encouraged, 

challenged and uplifted.  

There were inspirational speakers. Friendships were renewed, 

stories and ideas exchanged, and we were lead in significant times of spiritual reflection 

and prayer by Bruce Warwick and Geoff Risson. We have included a number of photos 

from the Refresher on page 2 and 3 of this newsletter. I very much encourage every 

minister and church leader to come next year.  

Listening and Connect tours 

Results from the Councilôs Listening and Connect tours were presented and discussed at 

the Refresher. This followed a full day of deliberations the week before when Council, 

Board and Executive Team members met to consider the strategic themes and key ideas 

that have emerged from all of the feedback given.  

Since being elected last November, the Council has built upon the work done by The Way 

Forward Task Group and STIIG by initiating a call for state wide prayer and conducting 

seven gatherings with Churches and a range of one-on-one interviews.   Over 200 

leaders from around 

Queensland have been 

consulted. Churches will 

have seen the weekly prayer 

sheets prepared by Barry and 

Elke Benz of Gatton Church 

which will culminate in a state 

wide prayer vigil from 6am to 

6pm on Saturday 28
th
 

August.  

 
 

 
 
 
Our strategic themes 

Essentially there are six strategic themes that have emerged from consultation with our 

200+ leaders, together with key ideas about priorities for action in relation to these 

themes:  

 Leadership 

 Discipleship 

 Evangelism 

 Children & Youth 

 Identity 

 Caring Ministries 
 

These Strategic Themes and the priorities for action are included in the table on page 3. 

Bruce Armstrong presented the outcomes of the Listen and 
Connect tours and encouraged feedback from churches at 

the Refresher. 
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There are many more ideas and suggestions that came out of all the discussions, but the above are a summary of the 

ones mentioned most often and rated to be of the highest priority. Some are specific actions, and some are goals that 

need to be thought through in terms of how they are to be implemented. The Board, assisted by the Executive Director 

and his team, will now take these forward and develop a detailed plan and incorporate them into the budget for 2010/11.  

Churches support services 

A range of practical support services for Churches has been developed over the past three months.   These were also 

presented at the Refresher and received with a great deal of excitement. An overview is included in this newsletter, and 

Ministers and Church leaders can see further details online via LeaderLink.   

One major initiative is in the area of information technology. A platform has been created to enable every affiliated 

Church to access most Microsoft Office 2007 applications under the State Office licence agreements (no fees apply to 

Churches) with access to additional drives for the storage and off-site backup of documents.  

Each Church will have a secure login and cofcqld email address available to them. It is our aim that communications and 

connections amongst all of our churches will be significantly improved by this facility. This service was launched at the 

Refresher and is now available to Churches.   

Our desire has been to use the technology tools that are now available to better link our Churches and Care services and 

overcome some of the challenges of distances and travel requirements in Queensland. This platform will give access to 

more resources and services. It will also enable online training resources to be provided, and live links between Churches 
and Churches and the State Office.  For more information please phone 1800 193 438  or email 

communications@cofcqld.com.au. 

Iôm very much looking forward to the months ahead.  

 
Dean Phelan 
Executive Director 

 
Cal & Lyn Muggleton, Geoff & Wendy Charles and 
Norm Flett at the Refresher  

 
Steve Turner from Forge presenting at one of the electives 

 
Wendy Turnour with Greg, Judy & Steven Murphy. 

 
Geoff Risson presenting at the Refresher. 
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STRATEGIC 
THEMES 

PRIORITIES FOR ACTION 

Leadership:               
Importance of the 
role model 

 A tailored, two year training and mentoring program for emerging leaders  

 Leadership training for all Ministers in 2011. Seminar(s) plus reading list 

 Leadership training for Church members in church government, eldership, treasurer/finance, 
leading at communion, worship, public speaking etc 

 Conference to assist churches to recruit and identify new ministers. 

Discipleship:     
Every follower a 
mature Christian 

 More emphasis on spiritual discovery and renewal 

 Rethink discipleship  

 Encourage a ómission attitudeô (attitude drives behaviour). 

Evangelism:                
Tell the Story. Live 
the Story 

 Encourage a wider understanding of how we share our faith 

 Train all those willing in óone-on-oneô evangelism 

 Rethink the way we ódo churchô to meet peopleôs needs 

 Monitor State population growth so we can plan church plants/transplants. 

Children & 
Youth:        
Tomorrowôs 
Church Today 

 Appoint experienced full time youth (teen and young adult) worker for State 

 Recruit a team to promote childrenôs ministry in CofC Qld. 

Identity:     
Ethos and Values 
of Churches of 
Christ 

 Develop ósimple to readô church history to explain our heritage, history, restoration vision and 
values in the light of increase in members from varied denominations. DVD? 

 Arrange regional óget togethersô for fellowship, motivation and unity. 

Caring 
Ministries:              
Serving as Jesus 
Served 

 Every Churches of Christ Care service to be understood and seen as a ministry - services and 
local churches to be linked wherever possible. 

 

 

Bonnie Seip and Jenny Wishart at the 
Refresher registration desk 

 

Steve & Felicity Turner with Dean Phelan at the Refresher. 

 

 PRAYER FOR RENEWAL 

28 August 2010  

STATEWIDE CALL TO PRAYER 

Please ma ke it available  for all members  

Ministers and leaders catching up at the Refresher. 
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Conference Council update 

Preparation for strategic plan 

We have been collating the material from all of the L&C events reaching approximately 85% of 
our churches in Qld. In addition we have interviewed 28 key leaders from across our churches. 
This material was presented to the Council meeting on 17 June and we have distributed a 
letter to ministers and secretaries explaining some of the details. Your church you have 
received this or will do this week. 

 

Church service at Brisbane Riverstage 

We have been invited to hold a church service on the Riverstage on Sunday evening 5th December, which is the day 
after the annual Carols in the City event. We would be able to use the stage setting with lighting, sound etc and possibly 
some of the guests from the Carols the night before. This would allow a Christian concert to follow the service. Board 
Member Gerry Wetherill is setting up a steering committee to arrange the night. 

 

Day with Indigenous leaders 

Our Federal Coordinator Craig Brown, called our ACCIM Executive Director and AICF State leaders together recently.   
We had two Indigenous men from Mareeba, ACCIM Chair Max Wright from Ceduna SA and John Tapua from Brisbane.  

All present received the Mt Isa/AICF decision (to cancel any Mt Isa property ódebtô and refund monies to AICF paid to 
date) very well, and our Council Vote of Confidence given to Avon Moyle and ACCIM.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Significant day with Dr Andrew Menzies 

The new Principal of our Federal theological college, Churches of Christ Theological College, spent a day with some of 
our leaders here in Brisbane. We are looking forward to some great possibilities to come for leadership and ministry 
training. 

In union with Christ Jesus 

 
Bruce Armstrong 
Council Chair, Conference President 

Bruce Armstrong with Thomas Mitchell and Jack 
Brumby from Mareeba. 

Avon Moyle with Lyle Morris. 


