
World President’s Visit 
The President of World Convention of Churches of Christ will 
be visiting Australia this month. BJ Mpofu is from Zimbabwe, 
and with his wife Chipo will be able to update us on what is 
happening in that devastated country. Inside this Conference 
News you will see details of a number of events at which BJ is 
speaking. The major Conference event is a Dinner planned for 
6pm Saturday March 28 at Ringwood church. Can I encourage 
you to attend this special conversation with BJ. You will need 
to book in for the Dinner (details inside). 
AGM in Ballarat 
The 2009 Conference AGM will be held at the York St Church 
of Christ in Ballarat on Saturday May 2. The AGM will be a 
great opportunity for people participating in metropolitan life 
and churches to meet and encourage (and be encouraged by) 
people from country communities and churches.  
You will hear stories of what God is up to in our regional and 
rural churches. There will be music and worship from our Bal-
larat churches, including items from African artists from Bal-
larat Central church. Mission and Ministry staff will be com-
missioned and Ministers ordained. There will be space to 
complete the necessary business of Conference. The keynote 
speaker will be Billy Williams, a dynamic young Indigenous 
leader currently ministering in Brisbane [bio on website]. A 
Ministers Gathering will be held on Friday May 1. 
Ballarat is a great place to spend the weekend. There’s lot to 
see and do in the region, as well as healthy and growing 
churches to visit on Sunday. I know that one church is plan-
ning to camp together in the area for the weekend. There will 
be coach travel from Melbourne for the Saturday available, 
and a range of weekend accommodation options close to 
York St.  
Please ‘talk up’ the AGM in your church, and among your fel-
low leaders. It will be wonderful for Conference, and for our 
Ballarat and regional churches, if there is large gathering of 
people at York St. Please put it in your diaries now! 
From Council 
Council noted that the review into the missional and organ-
izational effectiveness of the 2006 Conference re-structure, 
and in particular the relationship between Council and the 
Partner Departments, is nearing completion. Ted Keating has 
been conducting the review. Council will receive a final report 
by the end of March, with an all-Boards conversation planned 
for April in preparation for its public release at May’s AGM. 
On the tenth anniversary of taking up the position of CEO, 
Churches of Christ Community Care, Council affirmed Jillian 
Carson’s leadership within and beyond Churches of Christ in 
Victoria and Tasmania in the following way:  
 

Conference Council recognises the decade of outstanding 
leadership offered by Jillian Carson to the Conference of 
Churches of Churches of Christ in Vic/Tas (particularly through 
her executive leadership of the Partner Department of Com-
munity Care), to Churches of Christ in Australia (particularly 
through the ongoing national aged care conversation), and to 
the wider aged care industry (particularly through her partici-
pation in relevant not-for-profit and other peak industry bod-
ies); and places on record its appreciation of Jillian, and its 
affirmation of her as a person of significant leadership impact 
across our Conference for that period. 
Council will at the AGM initiate a conversation about the way 
Affiliation Fees are calculated. While Fees are currently calcu-
lated on the basis of church membership, Council is consider-
ing a move to Fees being based on a percentage of a church’s 
annual income. 
Terms of Reference for a Review into Theological Education 
and Ministry Formation have been formed by Council and the 
CCTC Board, and have been approved by Council. Ted Keating 
will conduct the review, in partnership with Dr Ruth Powell of 
National Church Life Survey. The review, to commence con-
versationally at the AGM in May, will be overseen by a steer-
ing committee comprised of people from Council, CCTC and 
Mission and Ministry. The review’s Terms of Reference can be 
viewed on the Vic/Tas website. 
Reading and Listening 
I have just read a provocative little book on leadership: Tribes: 
We Need You to Lead Us (Seth Godin, Piatkus, 2008). It is 
filled with pithy statements about the shapes of leadership 
and what it takes to cultivate a movement in times of rapid, 
discontinuous change (like now!). Words like ‘tribe’, 
‘curiosity’, ‘experiment’,  ‘imagination’, ‘communication’ and 
‘connection’ resonate with the deeper story of our move-
ment. This is a good book to disturb (and encourage) minis-
ter-leaders and leader-leaders.  
I always like to listen to the latest music from U2. On first lis-
ten No Line on the Horizon has a heavier rock sound than re-
cent offerings, however after repeated listening a more spa-
cious, atmospheric feel is evident. This is courtesy of produc-
ers Brian Eno and Daniel Lanois (who also co-wrote the music 
with U2), as well as the location of early recording in Mo-
rocco. Themes of grace and hope emerge, sometimes at sur-
prising times. The song Magnificent is a song of praise. Bono’s 
lyrics get out of the comfort zone when in one song he be-
comes a war correspondent in Lebanon, and in another a sol-
dier in Afghanistan. Great music and thoughtful lyrics is a U2 
trademark, and this CD doesn’t disappoint. 
       Paul Cameron 

Conference Executive Officer 
pcameron@churchesofchrist.org.au 
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How life changes in a day, or even a split 
second. One moment we are battening down, with 
some resignation, for our hottest day on record, the 
next – we are watching and listening with horror as the 
reports of bushfire devastation come rolling in. It is 
nightmarish even trying to imagine what it must have 
been like to be in the thick of the infernos, and we are 
all affected by the losses: of life, home, livelihood, com-
munity. The words of Jeremiah keep echoing in my 
head: 
 O that my head were a spring of water, 
  and my eyes a fountain of tears, 
 so that I might weep day and night 
  for the slain of my poor people! (Jer 9:1) 
The tales of horror arrive hand-in-hand with tales of 
bravery and enormous kindness. People from all over 
the state, all over Australia, all over the world, have 
flooded us with messages of love and support. Money 
has poured in, people are giving anything they can 
spare. Articles are appearing in the daily papers com-
menting on the change in people who, recently, were 
bemoaning their income losses. These same people now 
realise how much they have to give. There has been a 
palpable sense of strengthened community as we have 
grieved together and committed to rebuilding together. 
Sadly, previous disasters have demonstrated that all the 
goodwill falls apart when the money starts to be distrib-
uted. Communities that came closely together during 
the crisis break up and form irretrievable hurts as some 
seem to receive more than others, some are accused of 
‘double-dipping’, and suspicion takes over. Our chal-
lenge, as churches who are attempting to live God’s love 
and reconciliation into the world, is to think creatively 
about how we might help provide ‘glue’ to keep commu-
nities together. What healing, hopeful images might we 
use to open up hurting imaginations? I love the idea of 
the household of God (eg. Ephesians), where those near 
and those far away, those known and those who are 
strangers, are all welcomed as family. I also love the im-
age of God as shelter (eg. Ps 91), one who enfolds and 
holds in the midst of the fearful things of life. How might 
we live these images in our part of the world? What 
other images can you think of that give life and hope? 
In the midst of all this, we are beginning a new semes-
ter. Students are preparing for new experiences, bring-
ing their questions and pastoral concerns with them. I 
am teaching a unit called ‘Theodicy’, which examines 
how biblical writers have grappled with the big ques-
tions of how God can be seen as just, loving and all-
powerful, in the midst of similar disasters. My years of 
teaching Biblical Studies have taught me that the an-
swers to these questions are many, and flexible. Some-

times a particular answer ‘works’ at a particular time, 
but is questioned later under other circumstances. The 
one solid constant is the absolute belief that God is pre-
sent in the troughs, as the muddy waters rise up to our 
chins or the fire roars at the window. God’s compassion 
never fails, and comes in all sorts of surprising ways. I 
leave you with a message and prayer I received from 
Ana and Tod Gobledale, who many of you will remem-
ber from their time with us here at CCTC: 

Oh, how the world is weeping with Victoria.  Our 
prayers and love go out to you all in the midst of 
these horrible fires. To think of beautiful Marys-
ville lying in ashes. This prayer comes from all of 
us in the United States, written by someone I do 
not know, sent to me by a friend knowing of our 
connections to Australia. Please let everyone at 
church know that the people of Victoria 
are being held in prayer around this country. 

Gracious God.  We ask for your comfort on a hurting 
people.  Give them hope, when they may be falling into 
despair.  Help them to not lose faith in you, when they 
have lost so much.  Ease their pounding hearts, when 
anxious days and nights threaten to overwhelm them 
with fear.  Give them wisdom, when critical decisions 
must be made.  Let your people know the uplifting power 
of being touched by your hand.  Show compassion, 
through the actions of your people, be they friend or 
stranger. Hold them close, Holy One.  Let them know 
they are not forgotten.  Fill their hearts with the power 
of your  Spirit, and give them peace.  Amen.  

Merryl Blair 
Conference President 

mblair@minerva.com.au 

Conference President —Merryl Blair 

Conference AGM and Ministers’ 
 Gathering, May 1-2 
• Happening in Ballarat at the York St Church of 

Christ on Friday and Saturday May 1-2 2009 
      - Ministers’ Gathering, 10am Friday  
      - Conference AGM, 10am Saturday  
      - Conference Celebration, 5pm [tbc] Saturday  
• Speakers include Billy Williams, Ange Sawyer, 

Paul Cameron, Martin Boutros and members 
of the M&M Team 

• We are putting accommodation options to-
gether at the moment 

• Please register your interest in having a place 
on a coach to get there and back on Saturday 
with Claire at the Conference Centre on 9488 
8800 or cegan@churchesofchrist.org.au 
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The Victorian Bushfires:  
 CareWorks 2009 Bushfire Appeal 
Donations to the Appeal are already in excess of 
$200,000. Thank you for your gracious generosity. 
Donations over $2 will be tax deductible, when made on 
the form included with this Newsletter, by cheques 
made out to Churches of Christ in Vic/Tas Community 
Care, or by credit card. 
Direct deposits can be made to Westpac account: 
Churches of Christ Community Care, BSB 033172    A/C 
374165. However, no tax receipts can be issued for 
these electronic donations. 

The Victorian Bushfires:  
 Churches in affected areas 
For your prayers and awareness the Churches of Christ 
churches that are in currently  bushfire-affected areas 
are Horsham, Latrobe Regional, Warragul, Wallan-
Gateway, Bendigo, Upper Yarra, Foothills, Nillumbik, 
Churchill Co-operating Churches and River Valley. 

The Victorian Bushfires:  
 VCC Emergencies Ministry 
Graeme Winterton met the Heads of Churches at their 
meeting on Friday February 27. Graeme, co-ordinator of 
the Victorian Council of Churches (VCC) Emergencies 
Ministry, reported that he is a member of the Govern-
ment’s Emergency Unit Services Health and Social wel-
fare Committee. This puts him in a good place to coordi-
nate (on our behalf) the response of churches at times 
like the bushfires. The Victorian Emergency Chaplaincy 
Network has been the centre of VCC activities in the Re-
sponse phase. The Network has trained 450 Ministers as 
Community Chaplains. They have been trained according 
to government requirements, and were able to support 
the large number of ministers deployed (without train-
ing) in impacted areas. An inter-church working group 
involved in the Recovery phase has already met. The 
VCC will co-ordinate chaplaincy and personal support 
services in this phase. 
There is still a need for local church ministers to train as 
Community Chaplains and for churches to implement 
their 5 Point Plan** to facilitate a more effective deploy-
ment of ‘lay’ personal support people. It is also vital that 
churches are represented in regional and Local Govern-
ment Recovery Committees, through Ministers or oth-
ers. 
Please join us in giving thanks for this co-ordinated ap-
proach and for those who have participated in the proc-
ess; and in praying for active local participation. 

**Not sure of the ‘VCC 5 Point Plan’?  
You will find it on our website. 

Caring for People... 
David Ware [Warragul]: 
Black Saturday is a day I will never forget. In 
the weeks since I have counselled many people and 
have seen the tragedy draw our community and our 
churches together in an amazing way. In these diffi-
cult times God is very much at work. It is a privilege 
to play a small part in what he is doing. 
 

John Sharpe [Ringwood]: 
My involvement in the Yea and Alexandra relief cen-
tres reminded me again of the significant role that 
person to person ministry offers. Everyone was my 
client and important to God. I met a significant num-
ber of very traumatized and yet resilient people and I 
met a wonderful cohort of representatives from a 
range of relief agencies. Perhaps the most significant 
time for me was the small hours of the morning. I 
had worked out that the small teams of night secu-
rity people often found themselves in quite intense 
conversation with those who couldn’t sleep, were 
traumatized or were having difficulties of one form 
or another in moving to the next stage of emergency 
care. Sitting amongst little clusters of disorientated 
people at 4 am with hot coffee in hand and the smell 
of cigarettes adding to the already powerful smell of 
smoke was an extraordinary experience of commu-
nity, compassion and hope. 
 

Ron Buckland [Montrose]: 
I was called out as a community chaplain to Kinglake 
on the Monday and visited the area many times over 
the next two weeks. People told their stories, some 
cried, many were still stunned. I led a memorial ser-
vice last week for a couple who died at Steel’s Creek, 
after having been escorted by police to see their de-
stroyed home. Then I umpired a 20/20 cricket match 
between Kinglake and the Army – a great ‘fun-raiser’ 
the locals told me. 
 

Carmen Blaze [Conference Council and Boronia]: 
I accepted an invitation to be part of a team from 
Victorian Council of Churches to be of support to folk 
from the Alexandra area. The encouragement and 
support the town business folk were giving and offer-
ing to the many families who had lost their proper-
ties was amazing. To experience first hand the care 
and sensitivity people had for each other in the camp 
sites, after all they had been through was over-
whelming. It was a privilege to work with the people 
I was assigned to and an experience I will carry with 
me always.  
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M&M —Mission & Ministry 

NEWS 
Tasmanian Churches Conference  
On February 20-21 in the scenic township of Caveside 
in northwest Tasmania, about 100 members of our 
Tasmanian congregations met for a wonderful time of 
encouragement and to affirm together our commit-
ment to mission. Mal Garvin led two inspiring sessions 
that reminded us that Aussies still hunger for meaning 
and for belonging. We were urged to be listening mis-
sionaries and create spaces for connection. Many 
stimulating conversations were had over meals and 
sauntering through the nearby Chudleigh show. 
Farewell Anne Caldwell! 
Anne Caldwell, our Administration Assistant at Mission 
and Ministry (Churches of Christ Vic/Tas), concluded in 
her role at the end of February. We are sad to be los-
ing Anne - but delighted that her reason for leaving is 
that she will be marrying Phillip Bradley (Minister of 
our Stonnington Church of Christ). We wish she 
and Phillip all God's best for marriage and ministry in 
the years ahead. 
M&M Website 
We've been working on creating a Mission and Minis-
try website that will be useful for our ministers and 
their churches, particularly those involved in aspects 
of ministry. We imagine that the website will be a re-
source place for those with quite specific questions 
about church or ministry  life - rather than a more gen-
eral market place where all manner of casual 
'travellers' or strangers will dip in! What we've done 
first is created a 'beta' version. That means this version 
may be a little slow on some machines and you may 
notice that there are things we need to tweak or 
change or add. Please let me know any feedback you 
have! http://web.me.com/therevhead/M%
26M_Temp_08/M%26M_Home.html 
EVENTS 
Fri 6 – Sat 7 March—200 NATIONS 1 PEOPLE 
MCEE SECOND MELBOURNE CONFERENCE 
Melbourne Conferences for Ethnic Evangelism pre-
sents its second Melbourne conference. Vision “that 
the greatest number of ethnic churches and Christians 
in Melbourne will be equipped and empowered to 
reach out to their community and to their home coun-
tries”. Speakers Dr Ramesh Richard, Dr Barry Chant, Dr 
Tim Goh, Ps Peter Roennfeldt and more.  Venue: Ar-
row on Swanston, 488 Swanston St, Carlton. Fri 9am-
9pm, Sat 9am-5pm. Full cost $65.  Contact 9798 6707 
or 0409 705 715 or email mcee.ethnos@gmail.com to 
register. NB the Melbourne Ethnic Festival follows the 
Conference – bring your friends and family to Lincoln 
Square, Lygon St, Carlton on Sat 4-9pm.  

Sat 14 March—REFRESH Women’s Conference  
Reconnect with that which lights you up inside! Key-
note speaker Michelle Addison ‘Life in Abundance: re-
leasing your unique self’. Several workshop choices. 
Venue: Ringwood Church of Christ, 11-13 Bedford 
Road, Ringwood. Cost: $30 ($20 conc) includes m’tea 
and lunch. RSVP: 4th March. Time: 9.15am–4pm. See 
www.cofcvictas.org, call 9488 8800 or email  jwood-
lock@churchesofchrist.org.au. Childcare  is available 
with early registration. 
Sat 21 March, 9am-2pm—KidsVision 
    Journeying in Faith with Children & Families 
This regional training event, in Shepparton, is for those 
involved in ministry with children and families and is 
being organised with leaders from the Uniting, 
Churches of Christ, Baptist and Anglican churches 
along with Scripture Union, through both the Christian 
Playgroup Network and the Victorian Children's Minis-
try Network. This year we are investigating the role of 
the church in empowering family discipleship.  
http://vic.kidsvision.org.au/cms/ 
27th, 28th & 29th March—Halls Gap Women’s Camp  
Enjoy the beautiful countryside of the Grampians for a 
weekend of spiritual and physical renewal.Email  Janet 
Woodlock jwoodlock@churchesofchrist.org.au 
Sat March 28 Regional Leadership Development Day -  
Pastors and Congregational leadership teams  
Inspiring training days - hosted in conjunction with the 
Baptist Union of Victoria. 9am-3pm in Bendigo with 
Allan Demond as keynote speaker. More information 
to come. 

The Annual Meeting of Christian 
 Women’s Fellowship,  
 Friday 3 April—all are invited 
Annual Meeting: 10-10.30am 
Followed by morning tea  
Thanksgiving Service: 11am-12pm 
Offering for John & Lan Dean, Vietnam 
Venue: Chapel Hall Cross Culture Church of 
Christ Swanston Street Melbourne 
Speaker: Shirley Ludgater, ITIM/Community 
Care Chaplain 
Notices of Motion: 
Notices of Motion were due by Thursday 19 
February. All are welcome to participate in 
questions and discussion but voting is restricted 
to affiliated members of CWF. Other special 
business may be introduced and discussed only 
by the consent of the meeting.  



CCTC         
Art Exhibition 
Our second exhibition, conducted in conjunction 
with the Social Justice Network, will happen in Au-
gust this year. It will be called ‘Formed from the 
Ground’ and hopefully will encourage people to 
reflect upon our need for place and belonging on 
the earth - that is, the need to reconnect.   
Articles 
Two articles by Stephen Curkpatrick:  
Jesus and Peter Pan ... any attempt to divorce Jesus 
from Christ is either explicitly or implicitly hostile to 
Christian gospel. Explicit hostility is easy to recog-
nise. Implicit hostility is masked by many disguises. 
www.cctc.edu.au/shadow.html  
Was Jesus racist and sexist? Jesus’ encounter with 
a Gentile woman is interpreted by some as an occa-
sion when Jesus is taught new lessons that change 
the horizon of his ministry. Before this encounter, 
Jesus supposedly harbours racist and sexist atti-
tudes. www.cctc.edu.au/dogs.html  
In-Formation 
Wednesday 18  March  
A conversation with Josh Meadows from the Aus-
tralian Conservation Foundation. 
Josh works as the Media Adviser for the ACF and 
has recently returned from PNG and Bougainville 
where he has seen the effects of climate change 
and rising sea levels first hand.  
He will share his thoughts on: 

•  Community-initiated action to protect tropical 
rainforests in Madang (PNG),  

•  One indigenous theological rationale for forest 
protection in PNG, 

• How climate change is affecting the people of 
the low-lying Carteret Islands right now, and 

• What the Carteret Islanders are doing about it 
(…and maybe what we can do about it). 

This is a free presentation. If you would like to join 
CCTC for lunch, they offer a $7 for a delicious two 
course meal beginning at 1pm. If you can’t make 
lunch, come at 2pm for the presentation. 
Please book in for lunch by Monday 16 March. 
WIMIN – Women in Ministry 
Thursday, 12 March, 12:30-2pm  
Topic: TBA 
Join other women in ministry for community and 
discussion over lunch. Venue: T9, CCTC. 
Bring your own lunch. Coffee and tea provided. 
Soft drinks available for purchase. 
Rosemary Booth, Mitcham Church of Christ, 9874 
8263, roebooth@spacelink.com.au  
Joanne Vanderree, Hope in the Hills Reformed 
Church, 9754 6809, joanne@hopeinthehills.org.au  

Second-hand Book Fair 
Friday 3 April 5-8pm and Saturday 4 April 9am-1pm 
2nd Hand Books, DVD’s, CD’s & Videos, BBQ, Tea & 
Coffee, Soft Drinks, Free Bouncy Castle for kids, Am-
ple parking- FREE 
Donations of Books, CDs, DVDs and Videos will be 
gratefully accepted and can be delivered to CCTC 
during office hours. 
T. E. Rofe Settlement 
Applications for grants (to assist with fees and 
books) from the T.E. Rofe Settlement are invited 
from ministers who are graduates of the Churches 
of Christ Theological College Victoria and who are 
studying at an Australian tertiary institution. For 
enquires and Application Forms contact CCTC. Clos-
ing date for applications is 31 March, 2009. 

Churches of Christ Theological College 
44-60 Jacksons Road, Mulgrave 3170 

9790 1000, admin@cctc.edu.au 
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Conference AGM Matters 
Conference President 
Conference Council requests your prayerful consid-
eration regarding a person to provide leadership 
through the role of Conference President for the 
term 2009 to 2010 or 2011. Given the current Presi-
dent Merryl Blair is a Minister, in keeping with the 
rotation principle, we are seeking a non-Ministry 
person to be nominated. Nominations need to be 
received by Friday March 20, 2009. More details, 
including a Nomination Form are available from 
church Secretaries or Administrators or from the 
Conference Office or website. 
Conference Council 
Under the Constitution affiliated churches are also 
invited to submit nominations for election to the 
two vacant positions on the Conference Council. An 
outline of the role of Council, the qualities expected 
of council members, and the process of nomination 
(including a Nomination Form) are available from 
church Secretaries or Administrators or from the 
Conference Office or website. Nominations need to 
be received by Friday March 20, 2009. 
Notices of Motion 
Any member in good standing of an affiliated 
church may propose a resolution for consideration 
at the Conference AGM. Advance notice of such a 
motion must be given, in writing, to the Conference 
Executive Officer. In 2008, the closing date for No-
tices of Motion, in writing, on the appropriate form, 
(available from church Secretaries or Administra-
tors or from the Conference Office or website) is 
Friday, March 20, 2009. 
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SJN —Social Justice Network 

About FACE 09 
28 June-19 July, 2009 
A Faith And Cultural Exchange for young adults between 
18 and 30 years, to take place from 28 June to 19 July, 
2009. Participants will choose  to  be  placed  in  either  
an  Aboriginal Australian community or with one of our 
Partner Churches in the Asia-Pacific region (in 2009 this 
placement with be with the United Church of Christ in 
the Philippines).  
Communities will arrange programs that include sharing 
stories and experiences, and fostering relationships and 
understanding.  The 3-week program includes time in  
communities,  as well  as  formal briefing  and debriefing 
with other participants. 
The program will raise awareness of what it means to 
live in a global community, and to share resources and 
opportunities responsibly and with justice. It aims to 
create an ‘about face’ in the attitudes and lifestyles of 
participants, and to build relationships and bridges of 
understanding. About FACE 09 is not simply an event for 

an individual, but is a shared experience with congrega-
tions and communities.  
The program is open to people from all Christian de-
nominations between the ages of 18 and 30 years of 
age, and is a national program of the Uniting Church in 
Australia Assembly.  It would be great for the program to 
be not only a faith and cultural exchange, but also a pro-
gram that aims to strengthen our ecumenical linkages! 
Information, application forms and stories from past 
participants are all available on the website at 
www.aboutface.org.au 
Applications close on Friday 27th February, 2009 
For more information contact Jill Ruzbacky or Tess 
Keam on 9251 5271 or email: info@aboutface.org.au 
Art Exhibition 
Our second exhibition, done in conjunction with CCTC, 
will happen in August this year. It will be called ‘Formed 
from the Ground’ and hopefully will encourage people to 
reflect upon our need for place and belonging on the 
earth - that is, the need to reconnect.   

ACOM 
Today ACOM provides a wide-range of accredited Voca-
tional and Higher Education awards, which support the 
life-long and life-wide learning aspirations of our stu-
dents.  We are excited about what we have to offer you 
in 2009 as you prepare for ministry where you are. 

Coming up in Trimester 1 (2 February – 8 May): 
Studies in Acts/Romans 
24 – 26 March 

Ascertains how the early church became a global mis-
sional movement, impacting a whole generation and 
changing the world that followed. This subject also sur-
veys the communal and theological character of the 
early church. 

Introduction to Discipleship 
31 March – 2 April 

This subject looks to Jesus as an example of spiritual 
leadership, and encourages leaders to be disciples of 
Jesus who make other disciples.  This is one of our first 
elearning subjects on offer this year. 

Leading Healing Communities  
 with Allan Meyer 
Ministry in Australia Society: Leading Healing Com-
munities 
The unit introduces students to the challenges of leading 
mid– to large– size churches on the adventure of being 

communities of wholeness within inner-city and subur-
ban deserts. Students analyse urban communities, en-
gaging in theological reflection and planning strategies 
for ministry. 
This will be a very practical subject, that helps you to 
consider how Churches can properly express their faith 
in works in the community. 

Monday 27 April, Professional Development Day 
Postgraduate students, DMin students, All welcome  
8.30am-4.30pm 
$70, lunch included 

Tuesday 28-Thursday 30 April, Credited for ACOM 
students 
Postgraduate students, DMin students 
8.30am-4.30pm 
$1300—Postgraduate, $1760—DMin 
Held at One Community Church, 184 Surrey Rd,  
 Blackburn 

www.acom.edu.au 

—Australian College of Ministries  
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UNOH       
Have you considered doing some study with 
UNOH part time in 2009? 
Some students just can’t come and live in Melbourne 
but they would like to do some of the work that Sub-
merge students are doing, part time. A new option has 
opened up and is available for just such people. It is the 
UNOH Urban Mission Internship. This part time intern-
ship allows the student to do all three intensives in 
2009, and a shorter version of the Practical work as 
well. 
The three intensives: 

• Rebuilding at risk communities and lives  
with Mick and Ruby Duncan and Kim Thoday 
Friday and Saturday May 8 and 9 

• Spirituality and justice with Richard Rohr, Anji 
Barker, Daryl Gardiner and Mick Duncan 
Friday and Saturday July 24 and 25 

• A revolution of hope with Ash Barker, Andy Flan-
nagan, and Christine and Tom Sine 
Friday and Saturday October 9 and 10 

The first two intensives will have assignment work and 
other tasks and there may be extra time required 
around the two day intensive for some tutorial work-
shops. The third intensive has no written homework or 
other time requirements with it. 
Some practical work is also an option (though you 
could just do some or all of the intensives). In consulta-
tion with the student, we will negotiate the best way to 
complete the practicum requirements. The student 
would do 300 hours of logged and supervised practical 
work in activities agreed to by UNOH. A specific booklet 
for the practical supervisor will be provided. That will 
include two reports for the supervisor to fill in and send 
back to UNOH. The student must demonstrate compe-
tency in set areas, to successfully complete the practi-
cal work. 
This internship is accredited through Tabor Victoria. It 
earns 3 of the 9 modules required for a Tabor Certifi-
cate IV. The cost is $440 per accredited module (and 
$80 for the unaccredited intensive). Total cost for all 
activities listed above: $1400 for the year. 
Location: the intensives will all be held at the UNOH 
centre at 6-12 Airlie Avenue, Dandenong. The practical 
location is negotiable. 
Inquiries: Jim Reiher on 0425 752 358 or W9701 7114 
or email jim@unoh.org 
You can get a pdf edition of 
our latest newsletter ‘Finding 
Life’ with all the news, views 
and ways to get involved at 
http://unoh.org/future-hope/ 

www.unoh.org 

—Urban Neighbours of Hope   

FROM EVONNE PADDISON,  
 CEO, ACCESS MINISTRIES 
As the bushfires have been so extensive I doubt 
there is anyone within our network who has not 
been touched in some way by this disaster. In-
deed, we are aware that a valued, long term 
CRE teacher, whose wife is the Chair of the 
Chaplaincy Committee, has died, as has a CRE 
teacher and her two sons in the Marysville fires. 
One of our chaplains has lost their own home as 
well as two of the schools she worked in. many 
others have families and friends who are unac-
counted for or who have lost their homes and 
we are contacting them to find out how we can 
assist. 

On a practical basis I can advise you that we 
have set up a Critical Incident Response centre 
at the Hawthorn East office and we are meeting 
daily to assess the situation and put in place an 
appropriate response. I have met with chap-
lains, principals and teachers in the worst af-
fected areas of Whittlesea and Kinglake, as well 
as meeting with the principal and chaplain at 
Plenty Valley Christian College, and saw for my-
self just how immense is the suffering. A report 
compiled for the Department of Education, Em-
ployment and Workplace Relations shows that 
twenty-eight schools in the immediate and sur-
rounding areas of devastation participate in the 
ACCESS Ministries chaplaincy program. We can 
be thankful that these 7,000 students do have 
access to chaplains to help them deal with their 
grief. 

We have communicated with each of our chap-
lains as many of the who live and work outside 
of the main affected areas are anxious to pro-
vide any assistance they can to their chaplain 
colleagues and their communities. At this point 
they have been advised to continue to carry out 
their normal duties with the assurance that we 
will call on them if and when the need arises. 
This crisis is not going to be over quickly and I 
am confident that the role of ACCESS Ministries 
is to provide the ongoing support over the 
short, medium and long term. 
 

Churches of Christ Vic/Tas Conference partners 
with ACCESS Ministries in it’s work among schools. 
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March 14, 9.15am—4pm 
Refresh Women’s Conference 
Held at Ringwood Church of Christ, 11-13 Bedford Road, Ring-
wood, $30 including morning tea and lunch 
March 6-7 
200 NATIONS - 1 PEOPLE Conference  
March 7 , 4-9pm 
The Melbourne Ethnic Festival 
March 28, 6pm  
Dinner with BJ and Chipo Mpofu 
Held at Ringwood Church of Christ, 11-15 Bedford Rd, Ring-
wood, RSVP to Bruce Greig on 9870 4414 or bruce-
greig@optusnet.com.au by Sunday 22 March  
April 3  
State Youth Games launch event 
Held at One Community Church, 184 Surrey Rd, Blackburn 
This will give your youth and young adults a taste of SYG be-
fore it all happens, and is also a fantastic event to include on 
your youth ministry calendar. With elements of the Village, 
evening program, sports, worship and a guest speaker, you 
are GUARANTEED a fantastic time, whilst generating impor-
tant momentum towards your SYG campaign. 
April 3  
Annual Meeting of Christian Women’s Fellowship 
May 1-2 
Ministers’ Day and Conference AGM 
Held at York St Ballarat Church of Christ, more information to 
come 
May 17, ACCESS Ministries Sunday 
Churches of Christ Vic/Tas are partners with ACCESS Minis-
tries in their ministry in schools. We encourage you to focus 
on the importance of Schools Ministry through ‘ACCESS Min-
istries Sunday’. 
• Celebrate the role of congregation members who are working 

in local schools either as volunteer CRE teachers, Chaplains, 
breakfast or after-school club co-ordinators 

• Engage with the local school community 
• Demonstrate that there is a huge mission field right here in 

Victoria  
• Empower individuals to become actively involved in Schools 

Ministry 
ACCESS Ministries can provide a special pack for use on 
‘ACCESS Ministries Sunday’ which will include a 2-3 minute 
DVD, a guest speaker [as available], PowerPoint presentation, 
information for Church Newsletters and response forms. 
Please contact ACCESS Ministries on 9804 0733 or at 
info@accessministries.org.au for more information. 

Classifieds   
Mission and Ministry  
 Director: Minister Care 
Applications are invited for this 0.7 position (3.5 
day) supporting the care and development of min-
isters for Churches of Christ in Victoria and Tasma-
nia. 
We live at a time when there is tremendous pres-
sure on ministers serving in leadership in local 
churches; and the business of leading churches in 
post-Christian Australia is increasingly complex. 
We see pastoral care of ministers encompassing 
the areas of helping to develop healthy ministers 
and ministry and supporting ministers when they 
are in crisis. We believe ministers are a valuable 
resource for the church and are therefore commit-
ted to providing effective pastoral care for minis-
ters. 
This role is an opportunity to utilise your passion 
and your gifts alongside a dynamic field team and a 
‘Minister Care Taskforce’ to creatively: “...develop 
the strategy and processes needed to sustain and 
support healthy congregational ministers, and to 
provide pastoral support and care”. 
The successful candidate will: 

• Have significant experience in local church life 
• Want to play a part in developing the processes 

to ensure proactive minister care 
• Have a capacity for and understanding of pas-

toral care practice  
• Have engaged and/or studied in a relevant field 

The person appointed to this role will: 
• Facilitate the formation of a minister care and 

personal development strategy 
• Provide acute pastoral care amongst our minis-

ters as required 
• Work alongside a Minister Taskforce in devel-

oping required processes and networks 
• Be a vital member of the Mission and Ministry 

field team 
Enquiries can be directed to, and detailed role de-
scriptions are available from, Martin Boutros on 
9488 8800 or email 
mboutros@churchesofchrist.org.au 
Applications are to be submitted by Monday 16 
March to Martin Boutros, Executive Director of 
Mission and Ministry, Churches of Christ Vic/Tas, 
1st Floor, 582 Heidelberg Road, Fairfield 3078. 




